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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed December 22, 2000 fails to comply 
with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(1 ), which requires a list of all patents, publications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 



Priority 

1. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(aHd). 

Claim Objections 



2. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

3. Regarding claim 3, " an white point", should read, - a white point Appropriate 
correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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2. Claims 1 ,7 and 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Regarding claims 1 ,7 and 8, applicant teaches a step of correcting input image 
data in accordance with the source profile and teaches of performing a color matching 
process on the corrected input image data. It is unclear, from what step or means, 
where the corrected image data, that the color matching process is being performed is 
originating. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1,7 and 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kise et 
al. US 5828816. 

Regarding claim 1, Kise et al. teaches that the color matching method is 
executed using the profile of the input/output device (column 4, lines 65-66). He 
teaches that the profile of the input/output device (the scanner (110) or the monitor 
(120) and the printer (130)) (column 4, lines 66-67). He also shows that the profile of 
the input/output device is corrected (figure 1 A). This reads on an image-processing 
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method for performing color matching using a source profile and an output profile 
comprising a step of correcting input image data in accordance with the source profile. 
Kise et al. also teaches of performing luminance to density conversion on corrected 
image data (column 3, lines 63-64 and figures 1A and 1B), which reads on a step of 
calculating a feature quantity of an input image based on the corrected input image 
data. Kise et al. teaches of making gradation corrections to the respective CMYK colors 
(column 4, lines 2-5 and figures 1A and 1B), which reads on a step of performing an 
image correction process on the input image data in accordance with a processing 
condition responsive to the feature quantity. Kise et al. shows that color matching is 
performed on the corrected image data (figure 1 A), which reads on a step of performing 
a color matching process on the corrected input image data. 

Regarding claim 7, Kise et al. teaches that the color matching method is 
executed using the profile of the input/output device (column 4, lines 65-66). He 
teaches that the profile of the input/output device (the scanner (1 10) or the monitor 
(120) and the printer (130)) (column 4, lines 66-67). He also shows an input 
characteristics correction unit (209) that corrects the input image data (column 3, lines 
47-45 and figure 1 A). This reads on an image-processing method for performing color 
matching using a source profile and an output profile comprising a step of correcting 
input image data in accordance with the source profile. Kise et al. also teaches of a 
logarithm transformation unit (230) that performs luminance to density conversion on 
corrected image data (column 3, lines 63-64 and figures 1A and IB), which reads on a 
step of calculating a feature quantity of an input image based on the corrected input 
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image data. Kise et al. teaches of a 7 transformation unit (250) for making gradation 
corrections to the respective CMYK colors (column 4, lines 2-5 and figures 1A and 1B), 
which reads on a step of performing an image correction process on the input image 
data in accordance with a processing condition responsive to the feature quantity. Kise 
et al. shows a color matching method-processing unit [CMM] (260) that performs color 
matching on the corrected image data (figure 1 A), which reads on a step of performing 
a color matching process on the corrected input image data. 

Regarding claim 8, Kise et al. teaches of a ROM (271 ) used to store the software 
program of the image processing apparatus (200) (column 3, lines 40-46), which reads 
on a storage medium for storing a computer-readable software program of an image- 
processing method for performing color matching using a source profile and an output 
profile, the software program comprising program codes for performing: a step of 
correcting input image data in accordance with the source profile, a step of calculating a 
feature quantity of an input image based on the input image data, a step of performing 
an image correction process on the input image data, a step of performing an image 
correction process on the input image data in accordance with a processing condition 
responsive to the feature quantity and a step of performing a color matching process on 
the corrected input image data. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Kise 
et al. US 5828816 in view of Munson et al. US 6741262. 

Regarding claim 2, Kise et al. teaches that the color matching method is 
executed using the profile of the input/output device (column 4, lines 65-66). He 
teaches that the profile of the input/output device (the scanner (110) or the monitor 
(120) and the printer (130)) (column 4, lines 66-67). He also shows that the profile of 
the input/output device is corrected (figure 1 A). This reads on an image-processing 
method for performing color matching using a source profile and an output profile 
comprising a step of correcting input image data in accordance with the source profile. 
Kise et al. also teaches of performing luminance to density conversion on corrected 
image data (column 3, lines 63-64 and figures 1A and IB), which reads on a step of 
calculating a feature quantity of an input image based on the corrected input image 
data. Kise et al. teaches of making gradation corrections to the respective CMYK colors 
(column 4, lines 2-5 and figures 1A and 1B), which reads on a step of performing an 
image correction process on the input image data in accordance with a processing 
condition responsive to the feature quantity. Kise et al. shows that color matching is 
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performed on the corrected image data (figure 1 A), which reads on a step of performing 
a color matching process on the corrected input image data. 

Kise et al. fails to teach that the correction of the input image data in accordance 
with the source profile is based on a gamma value described in the source profile. 

Munson et al. teaches of a RGB source profile that specifies a gamma value (61 ) 
(column 5, lines26-27), which reads on the source profile is based on a gamma value 
described in the source profile. 

Kise et al. could have easily been modified to specify the gamma value of a 
source profile of Munson et al. This modification would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of the invention to accurately manage the color of image 
data. 

Regarding claim 3, Munson et al. teaches of a RGB source profile that specifies 
a white point value (62) (column 5, lines26-27), which reads on the source profile is 
based on a white point described in the source profile. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Kise et al. US 
5828816 in view of Nakajima US 6266152. 

Regarding claim 6, Kise et al. teaches that the color matching method is 
executed using the profile of the input/output device (column 4, lines 65-66). He 
teaches that the profile of the input/output device (the scanner (1 10) or the monitor 
(120) and the printer (130)) (column 4, lines 66-67). He also shows that the profile of 
the input/output device is corrected (figure 1 A). This reads on an image-processing 
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method for performing color matching using a source profile and an output profile 
comprising a step of correcting input image data in accordance with the source profile. 
Kise et al. also teaches of performing luminance to density conversion on corrected 
image data (column 3, lines 63-64 and figures 1A and 1B), which reads on a step of 
calculating a feature quantity of an input image based on the corrected input image 
data. Kise et al. teaches of making gradation corrections to the respective CMYK colors 
(column 4, lines 2-5 and figures 1A and 1B), which reads on a step of performing an 
image correction process on the input image data in accordance with a processing 
condition responsive to the feature quantity. Kise et al. shows that color matching is 
performed on the corrected image data (figure 1 A), which reads on a step of performing 
a color matching process on the corrected input image data. 

Kise et al. fails to teach that the color matching process is performed according 
to the type of the input image. 

Nakajima shows that color matching is based on the attribute of an object (figure 
2 and column 2, lines 29-39), which reads on the color matching process is performed 
according to the type of the input image. 

Kise et al. could have easily been modified with the step of determining the type 
of image of Nakajima. This modification would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
art at the time of the invention to accurately match the colors of a specific type of image. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



6. Claims 4 and 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 



1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Michael 
Burleson whose telephone number is (703) 305-8683 and fax number is (703) 746- 
3006. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 
4:30p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor. Kimberly Williams can be reached at (703) 305-4863 



Conclusion 



Michael Burleson 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2626 





Mlb 

June 9. 2004 



